THE    LAST    DAYS    OF    MADRID

told me that he could be responsible for the absolute
loyalty of all his forces, in spite of the fact that Com-
munists predominated amongst them. In the same way,
the head of the Air Force, General Hidalgo de Cisneros,
assured me that the whole of the Air Force was ready to
obey orders given it by the National Council of Defence.
The promise which the Inspector General of the Assault
Guard had given me was in itself a guarantee, because he
was a really exceptional officer for reliability and energy.
What the head of the Air Force told me, I accepted with
some reserve, because although General Hidalgo de
Cisneros was a great Spaniard, he was under obligations
to Negrin and Moscow. In spite of everything, things
began to pan out very much better for the military
situation of the National Council of Defence.

In case the Communists should try to bring up forces
and tanks from Extremadura and Levante against
Madrid, I ordered all the roads from the Toledo front
(Aranjuez) to the Guadalajara front (Gargoles de Abajo),
to be watched by absolutely reliable forces with enough
soldiers and plenty of armaments, so that they would have
sufficient strength to prevent the arrival of reinforcements
from the Southern Levante area. As a small detail I
might mention that the road-controls established in
Aranjuez, Ocafia and Villarejo de Salvanes, were in
districts commanded by Colonel Ortega (yd Army
Corps). He did nothing to prevent them, probably
because he did not know their object.

As I had foreseen, the Communist rising was not long in
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